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Little Free Library --------- In Memory of Sally Meyers Martin 

    

Sally Martin passed away February 22, 2017 and was a founding 

member of the Whitley County Literacy Council around March of 1987. 

As one of several projects her daughter, Brenda Shearer, wanted to 

complete after retiring from teaching was to start a Little Free Library 

dedicated to her mother.  

Brenda recalls stories that her mother had shared with her about 

tutoring. One of her first students was a lady that could read but 

without confidence when called upon in her Sunday school class. Many 

inmates at the Whitley County Jail also benefited from Sally’s generous 

and humble spirit as she taught them to read in hopes of completing 

their GED. The Peabody Library was another location that welcomed 

tutors selflessly volunteering to help improve the lives of many. These 

people were courageously stepping out of their comfort zones to make 

a positive change not only in their own lives but those of their children 

and family.  
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This fall, Bill, Tom and Brenda Shearer started constructing the Little 

Free Library in Bill’s garage.  

                  

It was completed in mid-November and dedicated over Thanksgiving 

with family in attendance. 

             

From left:  Tara (Shive) Christopher, granddaughter, Tom Shearer, son-

in-law, Noah Christopher, great-grandson, Anna Christopher, great-

granddaughter, Tom Shive, son-in-law, LAURA SHIVE, DAUGHTER 

(holding picture of Sally), BRENDA SHEARER, DAUGHTER and GAIL 

(SPEEDY) MARTIN, HUSBAND.  



 

The Little Free Library-Charter #81806, in memory of Sally Meyers 

Martin, is set up and ready for readers at the Tri-Lakes County Park. It 

has approximately 50 books for children and adults. The library runs on 

a take one; share one policy. If you have books that your kids or 

grandkids have outgrown or are simply collecting dust, please feel free 

to donate them. Brenda Shearer has a provided a book donation tub at 

5521 N. Fish Hatchery Road along the road which just happens to be 

located on the way to the park!  

                    

Recently the Whitley County Literacy Council wrote about Sally Meyers 

Martin in their newsletter. They remembered Sally as one of their 

“Golden Stars” for all that she did to promote their council and 

contribute to our community. So, with love and pride for Sally…..all that 

she was and all that she did, her family invites and encourages you to 

enjoy and participate in the Little Free Library located in the Tri-Lakes 

County Park.        



                                 


